Evening Report, 20DEC

Situation Update

Today the anticipated storm arrived and kept all outdoor operations hampered.  An overflight was attempted early this am, but was grounded due to wx.  The vessels and personnel that had been working in the vicinity of the wreck are in Dutch Harbor to wait out the storm, make repairs and resupply.  Two Marco skimmers are en route and discussions are underway to mobilize larger open ocean skimmer systems up here.  The salvors were able to board the stern section yesterday and survey the engine room and other parts of the vessel.  Significant degradation had been noticed, including the vents which were deformed or broken and thereby not a likely option for pumping oil from the tanks.  There did not appear to be any oil in the #3 tank.

No new birds were found today, due to weather, but the current totals are 20 captured live oiled birds and 20 captured dead oiled birds, about 20 spp represented. 

The NOAA Scientific Team participated in a number of activities today, outlined below:

Weather Support

The IMET continued to monitor and update the forecast the storm’s movement through the area.  Also working on getting further information about ice formations in the area.

Environmental Unit

SSC worked with members of AK RRT to facilitate discussions toward granting some conditional approval to use dispersants on-scene.  Also found a source of Corexit 9500 in Gulf region and has located a bucket sprayer.  The NMFS Lab in Juneau has sent a sample of Corexit 9500 to the NOAA Scientific Support Team to use in a field test on a sample of the fuel oil taken from within the vessel by the salvors on SUN, 19DEC.  Additionally, the SSC answered numerous questions at the Town Hall Meeting this evening re dispersants and will prepare a more thorough briefing on them for another evening meeting.

The modeling team in Seattle is in the process of preparing a product that will show probabilities of where oil could go if released from the vessel based on climatological data.  Due to the paucity of data in this region, the abilities to accurately model this region are quite challenging.  One of the uses of this model will be to assist the AK DEC in determining where to sample the water for tarballs in the vicinity of the wreck as well as near the entrance to Dutch Harbor.  

At a meeting today to discuss the wildlife collection ops, it was determined that an additional vessel is needed to cover more areas.  Surveys over the last several days have shown that there are significantly more oiled birds in the region than the available platforms can capture – on the order of 600.

The Environmental Unit also met today to discuss Shoreline Assessment and Cleanup  and has formed a working group, made up of NOAA, USFWS, AK F&G, and others to determine priorities for beach assessment over the next few months, including feasible cleanup options and endpoints during the remainder of the winter season.

Future Plans

The SSC will continue to support the RRT and the UC in the approval process of dispersants and develop outreach for the public and other groups as needed. 

To support modeling efforts, the NOAA Scientific Team has set up a meeting with local fishermen to gather input and local knowledge on some of the nearshore current patterns in the area.  The NOAA team will also meet with several of the fish processing plants tomorrow to determine particulars of their water intakes.

NOAA has also been asked to provide a one-pager on the soybeans and how they may be behaving with the oil, including any surfactant qualities they may have.  To that end, the SSC will attempt to get a sample of oil from the tanks to send to LSU.

