Resources at Risk for Lake Pontchartrain following Hurricane Katrina

I.
Spill Source Information

This report was prepared on 7 September 2005. Information in the report is based on potential oil and hazardous material releases affecting Lake Pontchartrain following Hurricane Katrina.

II.
Geographic Region Covered

The area covered by this report is Lake Pontchartrain. This area does not necessarily correspond to actual or potential oil locations.  Consult other Hotline reports for oil location information.

III.
Shoreline Resources at Risk

The shorelines along Lake Pontchartrain include: man-made structures, riprap, scrub-shrub wetlands, brackish marshes, freshwater marshes, intermediate marshes, salt marshes, and forested wetlands.

IV.
Biological Resources at Risk

Threatened and Endangered Species

Gulf sturgeon (federally threatened) are rare, but potentially occur year-round near Grand Lagoon, Point aux Herbes, Goose Point, in several rivers/creeks near Fontainbleau State Park, in canals in Spanish Fort, and in the forested wetland near Ruddock. 

An endangered passerine bird occurs at Fontainbleau State Park and in/near big Branch Marsh NWR. A threatened raptor occurs near Madisonville, in Bayou LaBranche, along Lake Maurepas, and in the Joyce Wildlife Management Area (WMA) (nesting Oct.-May, present year-round).

Birds

Birds present in/around Lake Pontchartrain occur in the following areas:

· Freshwater, intermediate, brackish, and salt marshes (including Big Branch Marsh NWR, Manchac WMA, numerous bayous, etc.): diving and dabbling ducks (Sept.-May; mottled ducks are resident and nesting)

· All National Wildlife Refuges (NWR): shorebirds (Mar.-May, Jul.-Oct.)

· Open water on Lake Pontchartrain: lesser scaup (Oct.-Mar)

· Bayou Savage NWR: rare raptor (nests Jan.-Aug., present year-round), wading bird colony (~ 1360 individuals nesting from Feb.-Aug., present year-round)

· Fontainbleau State Park and Tchefuncte River: rare raptor (nests Jan.-Aug., present year-round)

· Bayou Trepagnier and Bayou LaBranche: shorebirds (Mar.-May, Jul.-Oct.), colonial waterbirds (~ 400 individuals nesting from Feb.-Jul.)

· Manchac WMA and Jones Island: colonial waterbirds (~ 8,000 individuals nesting Feb.-Jul.)

· Around Lake Maurepas: colonial waterbirds (~ 900 individuals nesting Feb.-Jul.)

Fish

Species present in Lake Pontchartrain include:

	Species
	Abundance 
	Presence (juveniles)
	Sensitive life-history time period for spawning, eggs, and/or larvae

	Alligator gar
	High
	Jan.-Dec.
	Jan.-Dec.

	Blue catfish
	High
	Jan.-Dec.
	Jan.-Dec.

	Channel catfish
	High
	Jan.-Dec.
	Jan.-Dec.

	Paddlefish
	High
	Jan.-Dec.
	Jan.-Dec.

	Atlantic croaker
	Highly abundant
	Jan.-Dec.
	Aug.-Apr.

	Bay anchovy
	Highly abundant
	Jan.-Dec.
	Jan.-Dec.

	Black drum
	Common
	Jan.-Dec.
	Dec.-Apr.

	Crevalle jack
	Common
	Jan.-Dec.
	N/A

	Gizzard shad
	Common
	Jan.-Dec.
	Mar.-Sep.

	Gray snapper
	Rare
	Jan.-Dec.
	N/A

	Gulf menhaden
	Highly abundant
	Jan.-Dec.
	Apr.-Aug.

	Red drum
	Common
	Jan.-Dec.
	Aug.-Mar.

	Sand seatrout
	Highly abundant
	Jan.-Dec.
	Feb.-Oct.

	Sheepshead
	Common
	Jan.-Dec.
	Jan.-Jul.

	Silver perch
	Common
	Jan.-Dec.
	Mar.-Oct.

	Southern flounder
	Common
	Jan.-Dec.
	Sep.-Apr.

	Spanish mackerel
	Rare
	Mar.-Nov.
	N/A



	Spot
	Highly abundant
	Jan.-Dec.
	Oct.-Apr.

	Spotted seatrout
	Common
	Jan.-Dec.
	Mar.-Oct.

	Striped mullet
	Highly abundant
	Jan.-Dec.
	Dec.-Mar.

	Tarpon
	Rare
	Jan.-Dec.
	May-Nov.


Largemouth bass occur year-round at medium to high concentrations in rivers and in the Lake Pontchartrain spillway. 

Invertebrates

Species present in Lake Pontchartrain include:

	Species
	Abundance 
	Presence (juveniles)
	Sensitive life-history time period for spawning, eggs, and/or larvae

	Bay squid
	Common
	Jan.-Dec.
	Jan.-Dec.

	Blue crab
	Highly abundant
	Jan.-Dec.
	Jan.-Dec.

	Brown shrimp
	Highly abundant
	Jan.-Dec.
	Jan.-Dec.

	Gulf stone crab
	Rare
	Jan.-Dec.
	N/A

	Pink shrimp
	Common
	Jan.-Dec.
	Apr.-Sep.

	White shrimp
	Abundant
	Jan.-Dec.
	Apr.-Dec.


A rare crayfish occurs in Big Branch Marsh NWR.

Mammals

Small furbearing mammals (e.g. raccoon, mink, muskrat, otter, and nutria) can be found throughout the wetlands.

Reptiles and Amphibians

Alligators are present and nesting in wetlands. Nesting occurs from June-August, hatching from August-September.  A rare amphibian occurs near Grand Lagoon and in Fontainbleau State Park. A rare snake occurs in Big Branch Marsh NWR.   

Plants

Rare plants occur in Bayou Savage NWR, Big Branch Marsh NWR, at Point aux Herbes, at Fontainbleau State Park, in Bayou Chinchuba, and in Bayou Trepagnier.

Essential Fish Habitat 

Essential Fish Habitat occurs in Gulf of Mexico estuaries for: brown shrimp, white shrimp, red drum, Spanish mackerel, and bluefish.

V.
Human-Use Resources at Risk

Management areas located on or near Lake Pontchartrain include:

· Bayou Savage Urban NWR

· Big Branch Marsh NWR

· St. Tammany Refuge WMA

· Cane Bayou Scenic River

· Fontainbleau State Park

· Fairview Riverside State Park

· Tchefuncte Scenic River

· Bayou St. John Scenic River

· Bayou La Branch Scenic River

· Bayou Trepagnier Scenic River

There are numerous boat ramps, marinas, and airports in the region.

