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A NOAA injury assessment coordinator arrived at the incident command center on June 23.  Based on a review of incident data, documented injury types included bird injury, water column injury, recreational injury, and habitat injury.  The responsible party, Citgo, has retained the consulting firm Entrix to manage NRDA issues on their behalf.  Cooperative planning with Entrix and the Trustees (via the Louisiana Oil Spill Coordinator's Office [LOSCO] has begun to identify oiled areas, determine injury categories, and conduct ephemeral data collection.  

Wildlife 

At the time of this report, the command center indicates that five oiled birds have been observed by field teams and one cormorant was captured, but it died before rehabilitation was complete.  One turtle (red-eared slider) has been rehabilitated and alligators have been spotted in the vicinity of the Citgo facility.    

Water Column
Entrix reported on Jun 23 that about 12 fishes were dead or dying in north Moss Lake and about 24 dead or dying blue crab were observed.  Other anecdotal accounts of fish kills in the oiled area have been received but the number, location, and species of fish that were affected is unknown.  Two adult dolphins and a juvenile dolphin were observed feeding and surfacing in the CR channel on Jun 24 near the ship, Texas Responder.  Oiled sediments in shallow habitats have been observed, but the severity and extent of oiled sediments is unknown.

Habitat

The injury assessment coordinator assisted the Scientific Support Team to condense all available overflight and ground-based observations into a complete shoreline and open water oiling map.  Oiled shoreline types and their estimated mileage as of Jun 24 were:
Bulkheads, Piers, and other Man-Made Structures

Residential (6 miles)

Rip-Rap (4.5 miles)

Vegetated Spoil Bank (7 miles)

Eroded Spoil Bank (4 miles)

Hurricane Debris (1 mile)

Forested Wetland (15 miles)

Tidal Flats (1 mile)

Marsh (12 miles)

An overflight conducted on June 25 (1100) indicated that additional oiled shoreline was present in the marsh, vegetated spoil bank, and manmade structure categories.  Although these newly oiled areas have not been mapped, it was estimated that an additional 30-50 miles could be oiled.
Recreational Injury
The incident has affected approximately five nautical miles of the Calcasieu River ship channel (CR), several miles of the Gulf Intercoastal Waterway (ICW), and the upper half of Calcasieu Lake (also known as Big Lake).  On Jun 23, portions of the CR and ICW were closed.  A day later, the Coast Guard closed all of Calcasieu Lake to recreational and commercial traffic.  At the time of this report, 30 vessels were in the closure zone, 10 vessels are waiting offshore (with four en-route), and 49 vessels were affected by closures in the ICW.  Calcasieu Lake is a major recreational area for residents of southwest Louisiana and southeast Texas.
Ephemeral Data Collection
On Jun 23, surface water samples were taken from five locations and one sample of product was collected near the source of the discharge.  Duplicate samples were collected for the Trustees and for Entrix.  EPA assisted with sample collection on the first day as respirators were required safety equipment for all personnel during operations.  On Jun 24, the respirator requirement was lifted, thus NOAA and EPA were able to assist Entrix with additional surface water collections at five sites.  All trustee samples were immediately placed in ice until their placement into laboratory conditions.  Entrix also collected samples for VOC analysis on both days and provided the Trustees with split samples.  All surface water and VOC samples will be transported to LSU on Monday.  The Trustees are planning to discuss sample analysis options on 1900h - Jun 25.
Table 1.  Location and description of surface water samples collected by Entrix/NOAA/EPA during June 23-June24, 2006.
	Date
	Sample ID
	Latitude (N)
	Longitude (W)
	Description
	Notes

	06-23
	SW 01
	30.19415
	93.29186
	I-210 bridge
	NRDA

	06-23
	SW 02
	30.17814
	93.30884
	Oxbow north of incident
	NRDA

	06-23
	SW 03
	30.16974
	93.31889
	Indian Mairn
	NRDA

	06-23
	SW 04
	30.16061
	93.32182
	CR d/s incident
	NRDA

	06-23
	SW 05
	30.13054
	93.33017
	Moss Lake
	NRDA

	06-23
	Boom 1
	30.16486
	93.32027
	Product near source
	Will be analyzed by LSU for NOAA HAZMAT

	06-24
	SW 06
	30.2008
	93.2804
	I-210 bridge
	NRDA

	06-24
	SW 07
	30.0636
	93.3264
	CR d/s incident
	MM 101; NRDA

	06-24
	SW 08
	30.09045
	93.32530
	ICW Intersection
	NRDA

	06-24
	SW 09
	30.06431
	93.32643
	Entry into Turner's Bay
	MM 88; NRDA

	06-24
	SW 10
	30.05515
	93.31478
	Turner's Bay
	NRDA

	
	
	
	
	
	

	*samples on 6/23 collected by Entrix/EPA and on 6/24 by Entrix/NOAA/DEQ


-this report was reviewed by John Slocumb (Entrix) and William Starkel (USFWS)
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