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Field activities this week were hampered by heavy rain on Tuesday and Wednesday and elevated water levels the rest of the week.  Shoreline assessment teams surveyed parts of the Calcasieu River ship channel, western shoreline of Calcasieu Lake, and marshes in the Turner's Bay area.  Shoreline assessment will continue through next week or longer depending on the weather.  

The Trustees and the RP's consultant finalized a plan on Thursday to sample sediments in 16 locations for fingerprinting.  The sample locations were targeted in the heaviest oiling areas from Prien Lake to northern Calcasieu Lake.  Sediment sampling was scheduled for Friday, July 28 (today) but elevated water levels will likely push the completion of this task into next week.  A third airboat team will evaluate whether water conditions are suitable for sediment sample collection this morning and if not, then the third team will join the other two assessment teams to survey affected shoreline.  

Since fieldwork did not occur on Tuesday and Wednesday, the Trustees used this time to move forward on injury categorization and long-term marsh monitoring.  The Trustees and RP's consultant developed a preliminary framework to assign injury levels (low, medium, high) from information collected on preassessment datasheets.  The Trustees and RP's consultant also developed draft long-term marsh monitoring plans.  Assigning a particular segment of shoreline a preliminary injury category is a necessary first step to developing long-term monitoring plans for marsh and oiled sediments.  The Trustees expect to continue discussions related to injury categorization and marsh monitoring into next week.  

Starting today and continuing through next week, an additional person will be present in Lake Charles, Louisiana to assist with fieldwork and key planning tasks.  Current command post staffing includes an injury assessment coordinator and scientific support from the Restoration Center and/or OR&R headquarters, and RPI.  RPI is also providing personnel to assist with digitizing data collected during the month-long shoreline assessment and is developing a conceptual sampling plan to address sediment and benthic injuries.  A NOAA Hazmat oceanographer is providing assistance with projecting tides and water levels in the area and CPRD staff are providing technical assistance on contaminated sediments.
