TIME: 1400PDT Friday, July 6, 2007

TO: NOAA SSC John Whitney

FROM: NOAA/Hazardous Materials Response Division

             Modeling and Simulation Studies

             Seattle, WA 98115

SUBJECT: Bearing Sea Sheen

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT Chris Barker,

MODELING AND SIMULATION STUDIES, NOAA, SEATTLE, WA 98115.

PHONE (206) 526-4911.

_______________________________________________________

Per your request, we have looked at trajectory implications of a Sheet spotted in the Bearing Sea.

These notes are based on the following information:

A sheen of about 5 nm x 200 yds was reported. The USCGC MELLON (with deployed helo) spotted sheen and flew sortie to gather more data. The location was given as:

61° 16.90' North, 177° 48.42' West.

This is about 140 nm WNW St Matthew Island, and near the EEZ boundary between the US and Russia.

If any of this initial information is incorrect, please let us know ASAP, as it would affect any trajectory implications.

_______________________________________________________

1) WEATHER:

Winds are expected to be from the West and Northwest at 14 – 20 knots for the next few days., then from the East next Wednesday.

Combined seas of 4 -6 feet are expected thru next week Wednesday.

2) TRAJECTORY:

There is very little data about either the winds or currents in that region of the western bearing shelf. However, what studies we have found indicate that the currents are probably fairly small, with a general trend along the shelf break, toward the Northwest.

There are no operational meteorological data buoys in the region at this time. Historical data from the NOAA Buoy 46035, about 100 miles south of the region, indicates that the trend of the winds at this time of year tends to be primarily from the South, though ranging from almost East to almost West, averaging just over 10 knots.

As a result of these estimated winds and currents, we expect the sheen to move slowly, primarily to the NNW, toward Anadyrskiy Gulf, Russia. In any case, it is not likely to reach land in the next few weeks, and will most likely be dispersed and no longer visible before then.

