South Korea Oil Spill – 2.8 million gallons of Crude Oil
Background: A Barge owned by Samsung collided with the M/V HEBEI SPIRIT on December 8, 2007, 10 km (6.2 miles) off the coast of South Korea, west of Taean county.  The M/V HEBEI SPIRIT sustained 3 large punctures and subsequently released an estimated 2.8 million gallons of crude oil.  The vessel is currently anchored and has temporary patches on all of the punctures.  Over 160 km (100 miles) of coastline have been impacted, with the heaviest concentrations of oil being Teaen county and points 30 miles to the north.

 [image: image1.jpg]Tanker collides with barge
Friday, leaking oil nlo the sea

The Hong Kong regstered
Habel Sprt tanker was.

Carong 16,090 s

of ol





· Korea Coast Guard’s main office is located in Incheon, Korea, approximately 100 miles from the impact area.  They have set up a forward operating EOC in Taean County. 
· There are presently 21,600 responders working on the spill.  This number includes GSK, military, police and volunteers.  There are no contractors involved. 

· There is an astounding amount of volunteer involvement, with full support from the government. 

· At this point, there is no Responsible Party.  Korea Coast Guard is conducting an investigation to determine whether the collision occurred at the fault of the owner/operator of the M/V HEBEI SPIRIT, or the owners of the Samsung Crane Barge.  Unlike US spills, the owner of the product is not automatically deemed the RP.  

· The Korea Coast Guard (KCG) officially requested U.S. Government assistance via letter on December 10, 2007.

MEDIA INTEREST

· Media interest is extremely high.  The media’s interest in the spill and clean-up operations appears to be moderate, but they are now focused heavily on the US involvement.  There was in excess of 50 media crews EVERYWHERE we went.  They were very aggressive, often physically, and were relentless.  There was no restriction on where the media was allowed.  They were outside the EOC, followed us inside the EOC, followed us to the various sites, climbed oily rocks and walked out onto the beach.  Our guide, Mr. Lee, stated that this was because it was the US and that there hadn’t been anywhere near that much interest prior to our arrival.  Initially, we were asked by the KCG not to address the media.  When we initially arrived at the EOC, there was a frantic media frenzy.  We were surrounded and had to physically push our way into the EOC building, where they eventually forced the media out.  After a short meeting with the Commissioner of KCG, we were asked to speak to the media.  I gave a brief statement outlining our intentions to survey the scene and provide technical support to KCG.  I addressed the media on 3 additional occasions.  Senior KCG staff had read the media reports from our addresses and were pleased. 
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Limiting Factors: 

· Media presence is limiting the US team’s ability to accurately and thoroughly assess spill scene. 

· The English speaking ability of our host was moderate at best.  I intend on speaking to LCDR Kim about obtaining a better translator for future meetings. 

· Oil impacted village populations are dependent upon commercial and/or subsistence fishing.  

Current Situation: 
· Today the U.S. Government technical assessment team consisting of three USCG Pacific Strike Team members and one NOAA member arrived on scene in Taean county to began its on-scene assessment of the spill.  

· At present time, we have been told by KCG that minimal on water operations are on going.  We focused solely on beach cleanup.

· We first visited Port Mo Hang.  This area is a fairly heavily oiled rocky shoreline.  There is a large number of beach cleaners and they are primarily manually removing oil from the rocks on pools between the rocks with rags and buckets.  They are doing a tremendous job and all of the members of the team remarked at how it didn’t look as bad as we had thought it would.  Ed Levine suspects oil has seeped deep into the sand/rock bed.  We will provide recommendations to KCG on this issue.
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· Our next visit was at Millipo beach.  This is a large sanding beach that hosts large numbers of beachgoers during summer months.   Our team was very surprised at the response efforts occurring at this location.  There is a tremendous number (thousands) of beach cleaners here.  They have created a strong support system that provides food/water, ppe, response gear, comforts, etc.  All cleanup ops are directed via a loudspeaker system, and it works well.  The news media has actually set up a temporary platform from which they do daily broadcasts.  The progress made at this location is phenomenal.  The majority of the work has been manual with shovels, rags and buckets.  Most reading this report likely have scene the images of workers lugging buckets of oil up the beach…that was here.  The surface is virtually clear of oil.  There is however, a buried layer of oil (or two).  We will provide recommendations on how we generally deal with buried oil. 
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Millapo Beach on 14DEC.

 Future Plans: 
· The U.S. team will continue their on-scene assessment of the spill.  We will visit several shore locations tomorrow morning.  We have arranged for an overflight of the area tomorrow afternoon.
· We have a meeting with the US Embassy in Seoul on Monday, 17DEC to discuss our assessment and recommendations.

























