Date; Feb. 15, 2008 
To: NOAA SSC Mary Barber/Charlie Henry 
FROM: NOAA/Hazardous Materials Response Division 
      Modeling and Simulation Studies, Seattle, WA 98115 

SUBJECT: Gas well blowout off Louisiana 
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT Glen Watabayashi, 
MODELING AND SIMULATION STUDIES, NOAA, SEATTLE, WA 98115. (206) 
526-4911. 
_______________________________________________________ 
The reported scenario: 
On Thursday, Feb. 14, at 1730 CST as gas well blowout occurred off the 
Louisiana coast.  The location is reported to be at 28° 56' 53"N by 
90° 43' 25" W.   This is about 6 nm south of Isle Deniers and 10 miles 
southwest of Wine Island Pass. 
The estimated leak rate of oil condensate is 90 bbls/day. 
The platform has been evacuated. 

If any of this initial information is incorrect, please let us know ASAP as it 
would affect any trajectory implications. 
_______________________________________________________ 
1) Weather Forecast 
Friday: E wind at 10 - 15 knots expected today and tonight. 
Saturday: SE at 10 - 15 knots 
Saturday night:  SE becoming S at 15 - 20 knots 
Sunday: SW winds at 15 - 20 knots 
Sunday night: N winds at 15 - 20 knots 

2) Trajectory Analysis 
We do not expect any condensate that is spilling at 90 bbls/day to 
persist long enough to impact shore.  

Under E to SE wind conditions(Friday - Saturday): 
We expect a slick to trend to the W and WNW with the east to west 
coastal current and winds.  For oil under these conditions to impact 
shoreline west of Isle Derniers, it would have to persist for over 24 hours 
and we would not expect that from the given scenario and oil type. 

Under S wind conditions (Late Saturday night): 
Under these conditions it would take about 10 - 12 hrs for any oil 
to impact Isles Denieres.  Once again it is unlikely any condensate would 
persist this long to make a noticeable impact.  We would expect evaporation 
and dispersion of the oil to increase with the increasing sea state and winds 
and not persist long enough for noticeable shoreline impacts to occur. 

Under SW wind conditions(Sunday): 
Under these conditions it would take oil about 10 - 12 hours to impact 
Isle Deniers and Wine Island Pass.  With the increase in sea state and winds it is 
unlikely condensate would persist long enough to make a noticeable 
impact. 

3) Oil Fate 
Typically, we have seen condensate result in a visible sheen of several hundred 
yards to 2 - 3 miles depending upon the leak rate, specific oil properties, 
and environmental conditions.

