Resources at Risk for Lake Palourde Orphan Well, Morgan City, LA

I.
Spill Source Information

This report was prepared at 1345 EST on 20 March 2008 and describes resources at risk in the vicinity of Lake Palourde and Grassy Lake near Morgan City, Louisiana.  An unknown amount of crude oil is being released near 29° 45.23’ N, 91° 05.59’ W.
II. Geographic Region Covered

This report covers Grassy Lake, Lake Palourde, and environs. Consult other ResponseLINK reports for information on the potential trajectory of the oil.
III.
Shoreline Resources at Risk
Habitat surrounding Grassy Lake and Lake Palourde is primarily forested wetland. South of Palourde Lake, surrounding Bateman Lake, are freshwater marshes and scrub-shrub wetland.
III. Biological Resources at Risk

Threatened and endangered species

Louisiana black bear (federally threatened) occupy forested wetland and freshwater marshes west of the Lower Atchafalaya River.
Birds
Bald eagles (federally delisted in 2007) nest around Grassy Lake and Lake Palourde from October through May. Anhinga, great blue heron, and great egret are nesting north of the release site near Lake Verret (~ 26 birds) and southeast of Lake Palourde (~426 birds). Several species of egrets and herons are nesting in another location further southeast of the release (~362 birds by April). Waterfowl are nearing the end of the wintering period, but may be present in freshwater marshes (e.g., coots, wigeons, gadwall, etc.).
Fish

Fish present in Grassy Lake include: bay anchovy, gulf menhaden, southern flounder, American eel, bigmouth buffalo, black crappie, blue catfish, bluegill, bowfin, channel catfish, common carp, flathead catfish, freshwater drum (high concentrations), gizzard shad, hogchoker, largemouth bass (high), longear sunfish, longnose gar, madtom, minnows, redear sunfish, skipjack herring, smallmouth buffalo, spotted gar (high), spotted sunfish, striped bass, striped mullet, threadfin shad, white bass, white crappie, yellow bass, and yellow bullhead. In addition to these species, alligator gar, Atlantic croaker, ladyfish, paddlefish, and pirate perch are also present in Lake Palourde. Carp, gar, sunfish, and bass are present in high concentrations in Lake Palourde. 
Invertebrates
Red swamp crawfish and white river crawfish are present in forested wetlands.


Reptiles and Terrestrial Mammals

Juvenile and adult alligators (low concentrations), raccoons, mink, muskrat (low), river otter (low), and nutria are present in forested wetlands.

Human-Use Resources at Risk
There are boat ramps providing creek and lake access near Grassy Lake and Lake Palourde. There is a marina at Lake Palourde.
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