Evening Report by SSC Representative
3 April 2008, 1900hr Local

Situation remains stable with the barge hard aground along most of its length on primarily sand & old deposited dredge material.  Water depth is 27-28’, but ship channel just north of the vessel is 44-45’. No pollution reported.  Soundings of the cargo tanks and inspection of the void spaces between the tanks and hull indicate no significant hull damage or water intake.

Evening plans- Another attempt to pull the barge off will be made starting around 2130hr (high tide is at 2151h).  In addition to the tug Yankee in the barge notch, 2 or 3 other tugs are to be used.  IF successful, the barge will be taken to the offshore anchorage a few miles to the west on the north side of the channel.

Plans for Friday (if vessel still aground)- Lightering barge ETA from Miami is 0800h.  Actual lightering estimated to commence around 1000h and estimated to take about 4 hours.  Another attempt to refloat at evening high tide.
The morning operations briefing is scheduled for 0830h

NOAA SSC Rep (Jeansonne) departing CP at Sector St. Petersburg for home, returning prior to morning brief.

