Morning Update, 4APR08, 1030L, prepared by Jim Jeansonne
Situation Status: Vessel remains hard aground following the unsuccessful pull last night at high tide.  There has been no pollution reported and likelihood of a discharge remains low since the situation is stable and vessel integrity is good.  Vessel inspections of void spaces and soundings of cargo tanks show no evidence of structural damage or leaking.

Media interest remains low and the JIC continues to issue situation update press releases to keep the public informed.

Tampa Bay vessel traffic status: The situation is not significantly affecting ship traffic in or out of Tampa Bay, although there is safety zone established that requires vessels to obtain approval to pass the operational area.

Today’s Plans: Lightering barge is due on-scene between 1100-noon local.  Lightering operations are expected to commence around 1400L and take approximately 4 hours to transfer roughly 30,000 gallons to refloat the barge.  If necessary, additional cargo will be off-loaded to achieve a refloat.  While it is expected that lightering would be complete prior to sunset, lightering operations are approved to continue after dark if needed.
Weather for operations today is favorable, although some deterioration of weather conditions is expected for the weekend.

If the refloat is successful, the integrated Tug Yankee/BargeDBL 151 combo will be taken to the offshore anchorage a few miles west of the grounding site on the north side of the channel for hull damage inspections.  If found OK, then vessel will be brought into the FPL Bartow powerplant in Old Tampa Bay to deliver the product as originally planned.
The next Situation Briefing for Command and General staff is scheduled for 1600L.

NOAA staff on-scene: SSC Rep (Jeansonne) is staffing the command post.

