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March 26, 2008

Boat found at Urunao: Eight suspected illegal immigrants
caught; more sought

By Stephanie Godlewski
Pacific Daily News

Local authorities yesterday spent the day searching the area near Urunao Beach for suspected
illegal immigrants, and located eight people of Asian descent, according to the Guam Police
Department.

The Guam Police Department received a call around 7:45 a.m. yesterday from contractors
working in the area that a ship had run aground on the reef, said Lt. Marcus Hirschberg,
command center chief of U.S. Coast Guard Sector Guam.

He said the police then contacted the Coast Guard and the Guam Fire Department to join in the
search.

Hirschberg said life vests were found on the beach near the vessel, but no one was located in
the immediate area.

GPD spokesman Officer Allan Guzman said authorities found two people and learned more
about how many were on the boat.

Guzman said a total of eight were in Naval custody after being apprehended in the NCTAMS
area. He said the individuals were likely to be handed over to Immigration and Customs
Enforcement.

Guzman said authorities continued their search after learning from those apprehended that
there were others who had been on the ship.

The search was continuing as of yesterday evening.

Reef damage

It was unclear yesterday when or how the boat would be removed from the reef, said
Hirschberg.

Guam Environmental Protection Agency, along with GPD and Coast Guard officials, were doing
an assessment yesterday to determine the amount of damage caused to the reef, Hirschberg
said.

Hirschberg said the boat was larger than most that run aground in the area and the removal
process could take several days.

He said that while assessing the damage, officials will be looking into any possible pollution
from the vessel.

"There was a sheen on the water so there was a leak, most likely a petroleum product,”
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Hirschberg said.
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