Resources at Risk for HillCorp Tank Battery 25, Timbalier Bay, LA
I.
Spill Source Information

This report was prepared at 1145 EDT on 28 May 2008 and describes resources at risk in the vicinity of Timbalier Island, Louisiana.  A release of approximately 20 bbls of Louisiana crude and 20 bbls of water has been reported near 29° 05’ N, 90° 27’ W.
II. Geographic Region Covered

This report covers Timbalier Islands and environs in Terrebonne and Timbalier Bays. Consult other ResponseLink reports for oil trajectory information.
III.
Shoreline Resources at Risk
The outer coasts of Timbalier Island, East Timbalier Island, Caillou Island, and some of the smaller islands are primarily fine-to medium-grained sand beach with some coarse-grained sand beaches and exposed wave-cut platforms. The bay sides of these islands are a mix of salt- and brackish-water marshes, scrub-shrub wetlands, and exposed and sheltered tidal flats. Casse-tete and Calumet Islands are dominated by wetlands. The outer coast of the farthest East Timbalier Island is mostly riprap.
III. Biological Resources at Risk

Threatened and endangered species

Piping plover (federally threatened) winter along Timbalier Island, but are likely leaving the area by this time of year. Brown pelicans (2 individuals, federally endangered) nest on East Timbalier Island; 56 brown pelicans nest just west of Timbalier Island. There are rare plants on Timbalier Island. Gulf sturgeon (federally threatened) is present in the Gulf of Mexico. Federally listed sea turtles found in Louisiana waters include: green (endangered), hawksbill (endangered), Kemp’s ridley (endangered), leatherback (endangered), and loggerhead (threatened).
Birds
Colonial waterbirds are nesting in several locations, including west of East Timbalier Island, west of Timbalier Island, and East Timbalier Island. Species likely present include: black skimmer, royal tern, sandwich tern, Caspian tern, laughing gull, and least tern. Up to 15,000 nesting birds may be present in the immediate area at this time of year. Wilson’s plover are nesting in the same areas (beaches) where piping plover winter. Shorebirds may be present on all islands. A few waterfowl may remain in marshes through late spring (blue-winged teal, nesting mottled ducks).

Fish

Fish present in Terrebonne and Timbalier Bays include: Atlantic croaker (highly abundant, spawning), bay anchovy (highly abundant, spawning), black drum (spawning), crevalle jack, Florida pompano (spawning), gizzard shad (spawning), gray snapper, gulf menhaden (highly abundant), red drum, sand seatrout (spawning), sheepshead, silver perch (spawning), southern flounder, Spanish mackerel, spot (highly abundant), spotted seatrout (spawning), striped mullet, and tarpon. Species present in the Gulf (all spawning) include: black drum, Florida pompano, gulf menhaden, gulf sturgeon, red drum, sheepshead, southern flounder, Spanish mackerel, spotted seatrout, striped mullet, and tarpon.
Invertebrates
Invertebrates present in Timbalier and Terrebonne Bays are: bay squid (spawning), blue crab (highly abundant), brown shrimp (spawning, highly abundant), gulf stone crab, pink shrimp (highly abundant), and white shrimp (spawning, highly abundant). Species present in the Gulf (all spawning) include: blue crab, brown shrimp, Florida stone crab, gulf stone crab, pink shrimp, and white shrimp. There are oyster leases in the area.


Marine Macmmals 
Bottlenose dolphin may be present throughout the area. 
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