Dredge sampling and sheen inspection summary of events 
August 9, 2008
At 0600 on Saturday August 9, 2008 a team of representatives from NOAA, USCG and ENTRIX left the command post and traveled down to Venice, LA to meet the Dredge B.E. LINDHOLM.  The original plan was for the team to meet with USACE scientists at 0800 and depart for the dredge together.  However, upon arrival to Venice it was learned that the USACE scientists had changed their plan and headed for the vessel at 0700.  This information was not passed to the Unified Command representatives.  Dredging operations began at the Head of Passes before NOAA, USCG, and ENTRIX arrived.
NOAA, USCG, and ENTRIX boarded the dredge at 0900.  Dredging operations were underway at the Head of Passes; Latitude 29.15717N Longitude 089.25530W.  A very slight silvery sheen was visible in the hopper at first inspection.  Two response boats were following behind the dredge with sausage boom deployed between them.  It was very difficult to observe sheen in the water from the deck of the vessel, however aerial over flights were being conducted concurrent with the dredging operations by DEQ, USFWS, and ENTRIX.   A silver sheen was observed trailing for a mile or two behind the dredge and the response vessels.  The sheen appeared to be released by disturbed sediments.  The first load of spoils was dumped in the “borrow area” in position Latitude 29.15784N Longitude 089.25320W.  The determination was made to dump the spoils in this location by the USCG petty officer who had been stationed aboard the vessel and was inspecting for the sheen.

After unloading the dredged material from the first pass, the dredge returned to the same area to continue operations.  As materials were deposited inside the hopper a layer of thick foam was observed on top with patchy small droplets of brown oil and a slight rainbow and silver sheen.   Water and sheen samples were collected by both USACE and ENTRIX at Latitude 29.15123N and Longitude 089.25640W.  Water samples were collected with a galvanized steel bucket which was lowered into the hopper and retrieved.  Glass sample bottles were filled by placing each bottle into the bucket and collecting surface water.  Sheen samples were collected by wiping Teflon tape across the water surface in the bucket.  
At 1030 NOAA observed small rosebuds of slight silver sheen in the water at the stern of the vessel while active dredging was being conducted.  At 1103 the dredge arrived at the Pass a Loutre dump site to discharge spoils.  It was evident there was patchy brown oil in the hopper as well as sheen.  NOAA determined that there was sufficient oiling in the hopper that the material should be deposited at previously agreed upon contaminated dump site rather than Pass a Loutre.  Therefore, the dredge was diverted to Contaminated Dump Site A, located River Mile 5.5 Light 24 to dispose of spoils.
The dredge then returned to same general location to continue dredge operations.  At 1320 sediment samples were collected from the hopper.  Sediment samples were collected by lowering the bucket into the hopper as active dredging was occurring.  The bucket was retrieved after several minutes had passed in order to assure a sufficient quantity of sediments had settled.  The sediment samples were collected with disposable plastic scoops.  Additional sheen samples were collected at the same time.  The dredge then disposed of the spoils at the Contaminated Disposal Site A.  

The dredge returned to the Head of Passes at 1547 and began dredging in the vicinity of West Bay located near position Latitude 29.21329N Longitude 089.28293W.  Visual observations of the material in the hopper were different than what had been observed in the earlier two loads.  Additionally, the odor around the hopper was different than earlier in the day.  This load had more of an earthen odor and less foam was being generated on the top.  There was the presence of brown oil, as observed in the earlier loads, but the quantities were significantly lower.   The amount of oil in the final load could be attributed to residual materials left in the hopper from earlier loads.  NOAA, USCG, and ENTRIX departed the vessel at 1717.

