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The Tug Canal Deluge remains its initial position, held in place by Tug Scott Winslow and under the surveillance of the US Coast Guard Cutter Hammerhead.  The fire has been largely extinguished, though hot spots remain.  It is unknown whether the 5,000 gallons of diesel fuel burned in the fire, but it is considered unlikely and the fuel is assumed to remain a threat.  A noon Coast Guard overflight revealed no observable sheens.

Surveyors have concluded that the vessel is riding well and her free board is not reducing and it appears stable.   
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Plans:

Current plans including moving the tug to Anchorage B, outside the New Bedford hurricane barrier and re-assessing the condition.  This location is more shallow than her current location and will be preferable if the tug suddenly sinks.  Once the New Bedford Fire Department, city and state officials and the FOSC are satisfied that the vessel does not pose any immediate sinking threat, she will be towed inside the barrier for lightering and further salvage.  

Steve Lehmann

NOAA Scientific Support Coordinator







