J. D. Murphree WMA Potential Burn Issue
Status Update: 22Sep08, 1700CDT

BACKGROUND

· Two sources of oil

1. Square Mile Energy – Case PA-37

2. Petrogas – Case PA-37

· WMA is managed for wildlife habitat, including waterfowl hunting.  Few waterfowl present now, but peak is expected by mid-October.

· WMA manager has asked if areas oiled could be burned as part of Ike-pollution response.  WMAs are routinely burned as prescribed burns to manage habitat. 

ASSESSMENT STATUS

· TGLO, NOAA, and TCEQ personnel, including some Natural Resource Trustees, NRDA, assessed area Sunday and Monday:

· Looking for orphan containers and hazmat, and
· Evaluating extent and type of oil exposure into managed areas

ASSESSMENT RESULTS AS OF TODAY

· Some sheen and some small pockets of a yellow-orange mousse observed

· The nature and source of the product observed is in question, whether spill related or natural product.

ACTIONS

Petrogas site (approximately 50yd x 50 yd facility) needs containment and active conventional cleanup (1-6 BBL estimated).  RP has been notified.
