To: NOAA SSC Charlie Henry
From: NOAA/Hazardous Materials Response Division

Modeling and Simulation Studies

Seattle, WA 98115

SUBJECT: Mystery Sheen
DATE: October 28, 2008  1545 CDT
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT 

MODELING AND SIMULATION STUDIES, NOAA, SEATTLE, WA 98115.

PHONE (206) 526-4911.

_______________________________________________________

Per your request, we have looked at trajectory implications of a mystery sheen observed offshore on 10/28/2008.
These notes are based on the following information:

On October 28,  2008, at approximately 1500 EDT, a silver sheen approximately 2 miles long was observed near 29d 0’ 03”N, 89d 51’ 31”W.
If any of this initial information is incorrect, please let us know ASAP, as it would affect any trajectory implications.

_______________________________________________________

1) WIND FORECAST:

The NWS reports that wind observations from Grand Isle should represent this offshore area as well.  Observations this afternoon from Grand Isle are winds from the North at 8-10 knots.
Forecast winds for this afternoon through Wednesday are for winds to be from the North at 10-15 knots.  Tomorrow (Wednesday) night, winds are forecast to be from the Northeast at 10-15 knots.  Thursday’s forecast has winds remaining from the NE at 10-15 knots.
2) TRAJECTORY:

Based on the wind forecast and the distance this observation is from shore, we would not expect any shoreline impact to occur from this observation.  We would expect the oil to move to the south and slightly to the west over the next day, becoming more difficult to see and, perhaps, even unobservable, by tomorrow.
