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FORTIES CRUDE OIL
The Response and Chemical Assessment Team at Louisiana State University has complied the following information regarding a potential release of Forties Crude oil by T/V SKS Satilla.    

· Forties Crude is typically a light to medium, low sulphur North Sea crude oil

· API is anywhere from 36.6 to 44.6 depending on blending (Forties Crude after 2007 contains Buzzard Crude)
· Density (15°C) is from 0.8236 to 0.838
· Asphaltenes content (wt%) is  0.16 – 0.20 
LSU-RCAT has made the following conclusions regarding Forties Blend crude oil (this is the same type of oil from the Sea Empress oil spill, a recommended case study):

· Forties Blend crude oil will evaporate and will naturally disperse.  Natural dispersion is considered to be a first-order process with a half-life of 30-42 hours.
· Chemical dispersion (Corexit 9500) is an effective clean up technique for Forties Blend crude oil and emulsified Forties Blend in the viscosity range of 4,000 – 4,500 cP.

· Dispersed droplets of Forties Blend can be colonized within days by indigenous hydrocarbon degraders.
· Forties Blend crude oil will emulsify after 40% evaporative loss occurs.
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