
TIME: Wednesday, April 15, 1130 PDT

TO:   NOAA SSC Ruth Yender

FROM: NOAA Office of Response and Restoration

       Emergency Response Division

       Seattle, WA 98115

SUBJECT:  Updated trajectory:  F/V Maree Maria

For additional information, please contact the

NOAA Emergency Response Division, Seattle, WA.

Phone: (206) 526-4911.

_______________________________________________________

Per your request, we have looked at trajectory implications of potential oil lost from a fishing vessel offshore of the Queets River, WA.

Last night (4/14) at approximately 2100 a fishing vessel was reported overturned 7 nm offshore and to the southwest of Queets River, Washington.  The vessel is carrying approximately 700 gallons of diesel.  At the time of the observation, the vessel was still drifting.  As of this morning, the vessel is not observable, but there is sheen and debris in an area around 47d 27.01’N, 124d 30.55’W.  The sheen is extending approximately 0.25-0.5 miles towards the SE.  

If any of this initial information is incorrect, please let us know 

ASAP, as it would affect any trajectory implications.

_______________________________________________________

1) WEATHER:

Obs: Until just past midnight, the observed winds at Destruction Island were as expected, 10-20 knots from the NW.  However, after midnight and through the early morning hours, the winds became weaker than expected, with a few hours of ENE winds.  As of 1000 PDT, the winds were observed from the W at 3 knots.

Forecast:  Winds are expected to be from the West at 10-15 knots throughout today, becoming S to SE overnight, still at 10-15 knots.  Tomorrow winds are forecast to increase to 15-25 knots from the S.
2) TRAJECTORY:

While there are no observations of the currents, if the assumed position at 2100 last night was correct and given this morning’s  position of the sheen and debris observation and the unexpected weak winds, we would expect that the currents are moving to the North, with perhaps a slight offshore component (NNW).  It is unclear if the sheen observed is coming from a sunken vessel, or if the sheen is a result of a catastrophic loss of diesel when the vessel sank.  If it is the former, we would expect continued sheening from that area until the vessel has lost it’s cargo.  Our experience is that diesel sheens can be observed 1-2 miles from the release site if the winds are above 10 knots (as wind speeds decrease, sheens may extend farther).  If the sheen observed was from a catastrophic loss, then we would expect the sheen to rapidly dissipate throughout the day.   If the wind forecast remains as expected, the oil would be expected to move to the east to northeast throughout the rest of the day, moving more to the north overnight if cargo is still being released.    

