Multiple agencies respond to oil spill in Lake Erie

PORT CLINTON, Ohio -- The U.S. Coast Guard, Canadian officials and multiple federal, state and local agencies are responding to a major oil spill that occurred in western Lake Erie at approximately 3 a.m., Wednesday.

The Spill occurred after a collision between two commercial vessels three miles west of North Bass Island.

Responding federal agencies include the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. Border Patrol, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, U.S. Fish and Wildlife and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

State of Ohio agencies include Ohio Emergency Management Agency, Ohio Department of Natural Resources Parks and Recreation; Division of Wildlife; Division of Watercraft, State of Ohio Environmental Protection Agency and Ohio State University, Stone Lab.

Local Ottawa County EMA/Fire/EMS/Sheriffs, City of Port Clinton officials and the Put in Bay Port Authority and Fire Department are also assisting.

A unified command post and joint information center have been established at the Ottawa County Emergency Operations Center.

A press conference is planned for 12:00 p.m. at the Ottawa County Emergency Operations Center.

For further information contact the joint information center at (419)-734-6905.
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