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Updates
FWS and TPWD both had reports from surveys during the day from staff on scene.  Little oil was observed by Dolphin Cove (near a USCG station).  The area inside the jetties had a significant rack line consisting of woody debris that was oiled.
Small tarballs were observed between the jetties, but no heavy pools of trapped oil were found in between the rocks of the jetties.  The most recent offshore overflights did not observe a significant increase in oil, just sheen in water.  The source still has not been identified.  Overflights have not been conducted south of the US border, and no MEXUS plan is currently in effect.  The current operations are working under good faith coordination.
FWS plans to collect oil samples and will share them with USGS (Bob Rosenbauer – coastal marine geology lab in CA) to conduct fingerprinting analysis.  NOAA has also asked for samples in order to archive and analyze at the LSU lab.
Impacts to birds have been reported as 1 dead tern and 11 oiled birds of various species (including piping plover). FWS and TPWD staff will try to obtain documentation of these impacts.
Clean up efforts continue, with crews moving south.  Efforts today were focused on Boca Chica beach.  Local county crews have assumed responsibility for S Padre Island beach clean up – since responders completed the major removal operations.  Clean up efforts have not significantly impacted use of the beaches since they were never closed and are still utilized by beach tourists.  Also, due to the limited nature of the clean up adverse affects to threatened or endangered species were not likely, thus no ESA consultation has been planned.  Further, clean up operations are mostly complete.
NOAA had economists perform a preliminary analysis of potential claim for diminished recreational use of beaches.  It was assumed that beach use was diminished over a 2-3 day period during the response.  An estimate of $100-150K resulted from the preliminary analysis.  It was suggested that the NPS may want to pursue this claim and that they would likely have good data on the use of park beaches.  This data would be useful since the greatest assumption was about how much the use was diminished (how many fewer people using the beaches?).  NOAA can coordinate with DOI economists if this category of injury moves forward for further consideration.

Summary
It is likely that the risk for injury from this spill will decrease over time since the release does not appear to be continuing.  The trustees will continue to gather information and will consider the potential for an expedited NRDA claim, a recreational claim only, or perhaps no claim at all.



