
Resources at Risk for Texas City Region of Galveston Bay 

I. Spill Source Information 

This report covers basic information on sensitive resources for the Texas City Region of 
Galveston Bay, Texas. Sensitive resource information will be broken down geographically and 
seasonally. 

II. Geographic Region Covered 

The Texas City Region referred to in this report covers Texas City Dike, Swan Lake, Texas City, 
Moses Lake, Dollar Bay, Dickinson Bay, and part of Galveston Bay. 

III. Shoreline Resources at Risk 

Texas City Dike is composed primarily of exposed riprap. The shoreline from Virginia Point 
north to April Fool Point is composed of exposed riprap, gravel (shell) beaches, mixed sand and 
gravel beaches, and scarps and steep slopes in clay. The Swan Lake shoreline is primarily salt 
marshes and gravel beaches. The Texas City canal is composed of sheltered solid man-made 
structures and sheltered scarps. The Dickinson Bay shoreline is composed of salt marshes, scarps 
and steep slopes in clay, and riprap.  

IV. Biological Resources at Risk 

Birds 

Swan Lake: Birds present in marshes year round along Swan Lake include: rails, wading birds, 
roseate spoonbill, and mottled duck (nesting Apr-Aug). 

Dollar Point area: Olivaceous cormorant (nesting Jan-Aug) are concentrated off of Dollar Point.  

Dickinson Bayou: Rails, wading birds, terns, and black skimmer (nesting Apr-Sep) are present in 
Dickinson Bayou year round. 

Dollar Bay, Moses Lake, Dickinson Bay, western Galveston Bay: Birds present in and around 
bays include: waterfowl (Aug-Apr), rails, wading birds, black skimmers, and terns.  

Fish and Inverts 

There are several concentration areas for fish and invertebrates in this region. Concentration 
areas and associated species are listed below. In general, all species listed are present in the area 
year round. Table 1 describes seasonal presence for adults and for sensitive life-history stages for 
species that are common in the region. 

• Swan Lake: black drum, southern flounder, striped mullet, Atlantic croaker, bay anchovy, 
brown shrimp, blue crab, white shrimp, and American oyster. 



• Texas City area: Atlantic croaker, hardhead catfish, pinfish, southern flounder, sand 
seatrout, striped mullet, American oyster, blue crab, brown shrimp, and white shrimp.  

• Dickinson Bay: bay anchovy, gulf menhaden, red drum, spotted seatrout, blue crab, 
brown shrimp, and white shrimp. 

• Inland bays: gulf killifish, hardhead catfish, sheepshead minnow, Atlantic croaker, gulf 
menhaden, sand seatrout, southern flounder, spotted seatrout, red drum, American oyster, 
brown shrimp, blue crab, white shrimp, and brackishwater clam . 

• Galveston Bay: Atlantic croaker, gulf menhaden, black drum, sheepshead, southern 
flounder, spotted seatrout, bay anchovy, pinfish, red drum, sand seatrout, spot, American 
oyster, blue crab, white shrimp, northern quahog, and brown shrimp.  

Table 1. Texas City Region of Galveston Bay Fish and Invertebrate Life-History 
Summary 

Species Sensitive Life-History 
Stage 

Seasonality 

Gulf killifish Spawning  
Larvae/Juv. 

Mar.-Sep. 
Apr.-Sep. 

Hardhead catfish Spawning  
Larvae/Juv. 

May-Sep. 
Jun.-Oct. 

Sheepshead minnow Spawning  
Larvae/Juv. 

Mar.-Oct. 
Mar.-Dec. 

Atlantic croaker Larvae/Juv. Apr.-Oct. 
Gulf menhaden Spawning  

Larvae/Juv. 
Nov.-Feb. 
Dec.-Mar. 

Sand seatrout Larvae/Juv. Mar.-Dec. 
Southern flounder Larvae/Juv. Oct.-Dec. 
Spotted seatrout Spawning; Larvae/Juv. Jan.-Dec. 
Red drum Spawning  

Larvae/Juv. 
Aug.-Nov. 
Sep.-Dec. 

Bay anchovy Spawning; Larvae/Juv. Jan.-Dec. 
Pinfish Spawning; Larvae/Juv. Mar.-May 
Southern flounder Larvae/Juv. Oct.-Dec. 
Black drum Spawning  

Larvae/Juv. 
Jan.-Apr. 
Jul.-Mar. 

Striped mullet Spawning  
Larvae/Juv. 

Nov.-Jan. 
Dec.-Feb. 

Gizzard shad N/A N/A 
American oyster Spawning  

Larvae/Juv. 
Mar.-Jul. 
Apr.-Jul. 

Brackishwater clam N/A N/A 
Blue crab Spawning  Apr.-Jul. 



Larvae/Juv. May-Aug. 
Brown shrimp Spawning  

Larvae/Juv. 
Nov.-Mar. 
Feb.-Jun. 

White shrimp Spawning; Larvae/Juv. May-Oct. 
 

Reptiles 

American alligators are present year-round and nesting in Dickinson Bayou from June-
December. Diamondback terrapins are present nearshore in Galveston Bay near Texas City year-
round. Nesting and hatching occurs from April-July. Texas diamondback terrapins are present in 
Dickinson Bayou, Dickinson Bay, and nearshore in Galveston Bay. 

Human-Use Resources 

There are water intakes at Sterling Chemicals Inc. in Texas City, at Houston L&P-Robinson 
Plant in Dickinson Bay, at Texas Copper Corporation, and at Galveston County Industrial Water 
Reservoir. There are several marinas in the area including: Teakwood Marina, Capt. Wally’s 
Marina at April Fool Point, Dollar Point Marina, San Leon Marina, Eagle Point Camp, Moses 
Lake Marina, and Ray’s Marina. Recreational fishing is popular in the area and there are several 
boat ramps.  


