NOAA Web Update April 25, 2010 

DEEPWATER HORIZON Incident

Situation – Sunday 25 April – An attempt to control the leaking well using a Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV) was not successful, and the well continues to leak. All available assets are being brought on-scene to address well control and cleanup of the floating oil. Over 1000 people are supporting the operational response.  Efforts are now focused on: gathering more information about the spill (amount, fate and effects), plans for possible undersea containment, drilling relief wells, maximizing oil recovery and readying for shoreline assessments. 

The plan for attacking the spill has the following elements:

·  Try to activate the blow-out preventer (BOP), a cut-off valve at the well-head using ROVs – could stop leaks in several days, if successful

·  Use an undersea dome to contain leaking oil, rigged by ROVs – has not been tried at this depth before

·  Drill relief wells which could then be plugged - this process could take several months

·  Aggressive skimming and dispersing of oil on the surface - ongoing

·  Assessment and protection of coastal resources at risk - thousands of feet of oil containment and deflection boom are ready to deploy, experts are on-scene and enroute

The weather was not as severe today (Sunday) allowing successful application of dispersant by aircraft, but 15-20 knot winds and 4-6 foot seas hampered oil recovery on the surface.   
The latest NOAA oil-spill trajectory analyses do not indicate oil coming to shore over the next 3 days; this assumes that the rate of oil release does not increase and that the weather remains as forecast.  
NOAA Roles: NOAA is a vital part of the massive response effort on the Deepwater Horizon incident.   Many personnel are on-scene and many more are engaged remotely, as follows:

Office of Response and Restoration (OR&R)

· Scientific support to the U.S. Coast Guard and Unified Command
Emergency Response Division (ERD)
· Predict where the oil is going and its effects

· Overflight observations and mapping

· Physical and chemical properties of oil

· Data and information management
· Identify resources at risk 

· Recommend appropriate clean-up methods
Assessment and Restoration Division (ARD)

· Plan for assessment of injuries to natural resources

· Coordinate with state and federal resource trustees
· Recommend habitat restoration techniques

· Water column, tissue, and sediment sampling strategy
National Weather Service

· Spot weather forecasts including marine and aviation

National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service (NESDIS)

· Provide imagery for spill trajectory forecasts

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)

· Provide scientific support for issues related to marine mammals, sea turtles, and fishery resources 
National Ocean Service

· Public Affairs support to Joint Information Center
From Saturday 24 April – The Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit (MODU), or rig, was located on the seafloor approximately 1300’ northwest of the well.  The riser pipe was also located and surveyed by remotely operated vehicles (ROVs).  Two leaks were identified; preliminary estimates are that the well is leaking 1000 barrels a day (1 barrel=42 gallons) at a depth of 5000’.  The estimates will be revised pending information from ROVs monitoring the seafloor and surface and overflight observations as weather conditions allow.  The U.S. Coast Guard suspended its search for 11 missing crewmembers on Friday, April 23, NOAA extends its deepest sympathies to the families and friends of the missing.
Background: The incident involves a deepwater drilling platform approximately 50 miles southeast of Venice, Louisiana. An explosion and subsequent fire damaged the rig, which capsized and sank on April 22 after burning for hours. It is unclear how much of the estimated 700,000 gallons (approximately 16,700 barrels) of #2 fuel onboard burned before it sank.  The rig is owned by Trans Ocean and under contract to BP. 

For NOAA media inquiries please contact: Keeley Belva at (301) 713-3066
For response inquiries, please contact: Joint Information Center (JIC) at (985) 902-5231 or (985) 902-5240
