NOAA Web Update May 2, 2010 

DEEPWATER HORIZON Incident

Situation – Sunday 02 May – Today NOAA restricted fishing in federal waters of the Gulf of Mexico threatened by the BP oil spill - from the mouth of the Mississippi to Pensacola Bay (***click here for map***).  The closure, which will be in effect for at least 10 days, is to protect consumers and the seafood industry. Secretary of Commerce Gary Locke said, “We stand with America's fisherman, their families and businesses in impacted coastal communities during this very challenging time. Fishing is vital to our economy and our quality of life and we will work tirelessly protect to it". NOAA is part of the Department of Commerce.  Support came from Harlon Pearce, Chairman, Louisiana Seafood Promotion and Marketing Board and Ewell Smith, Executive Director, Louisiana Seafood Board who said, “We Support NOAA’s precautionary closure of the affected area so that the American consumer has confidence that the seafood they eat is safe.  It is also very important to underscore the fact that this closure is only the affected area of the Gulf of Mexico, not the entire Gulf.  The state waters of Louisiana west of the Mississippi River are still open and the seafood coming from that area is safe.” Further details can be found here:  http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/.

The state of Louisiana has already closed vulnerable fisheries in state waters – within 3 miles of the coast.  NOAA is closing areas directly adjacent to the area closures enacted by Louisiana, and is working with state governors to evaluate the need to declare a fisheries disaster, which would facilitate federal aid to fishermen.  NOAA fisheries representatives will be meeting with fishermen this week to assist them, and BP will be hiring fishermen to help clean up and deploy boom in the Gulf of Mexico. 
President Obama was on-scene today getting a first-hand look at the spill, which is still leaking at a rate of approximately 5000 barrels (210,000 gallons) per day from three damaged sections of piping on the sea floor.   Engineers are working to inject dispersants at the oil’s source - 5000’ below the surface.  If successful, it could reduce or prevent an oil plume from forming at the surface.  Drilling of a relief or cut-off well started today, but it will take several months to stop the flow. Work also continues on a collection dome at the sea floor; this technique has never been tried at 5000’.  Very high winds and rough seas curtailed surface operations, such as skimming and applying dispersant by aircraft.  Hundreds of thousands of feet of boom have been deployed to contain the spill, with hundreds of thousands more staged and ready to be deployed. 

NOAA efforts have included: modeling the trajectory and extent of the oil, getting pre-impact samples surveys and baseline measurements, planning for open water and shoreline remediation, supporting the Unified Command as it analyzes new techniques for handling the spill and starting Natural Resource Damage Assessments (NRDA). 
· NOAA’s National Weather Service displayed radar data at central command today so the command could see where thunderstorm activity was moving and receive warnings immediately.
· A forecast decrease in winds should allow the full spectrum of surface operations starting tomorrow.
· NOAA’s Emergency Response Division (ERD) creates the oil trajectories that response planners rely on.
· The Coast Guard is using forecasts and graphics of oil movement prepared by NOAA’s Emergency Response Division (ERD) and Marine Charting Division to keep mariners out of oil areas by depicting them on electronic charts.
· NOAA’s Assessment and Restoration Division (ARD) completed additional baseline sampling in Gulf Islands National Seashore in conjunction with NOAA Restoration Center, National Park Service and Florida Department of Environmental Protection staff. 
· Natural resource economists from ARD also drafted plans to systematically survey recreational users along the Gulf Coast about their use of areas affected by the spill.
To report oil on land, or for general Community and Volunteer Information, please call 1-866-448-5816.

To report oiled or injured wildlife, please call 1-800-557-1401.

BP is asking fishermen for their assistance in cleaning up the oil spill. BP is calling this the Vessel of Opportunities Program and through it, BP is looking to contract shrimp boats, oyster boats and other vessels for hire to deploy boom in the Gulf of Mexico. Fishermen should call 425-745-8017 about this program.

NOAA Roles: NOAA is a vital part of the massive response effort on the Deepwater Horizon incident.   Many personnel are on scene and many more are engaged remotely, as follows:

Office of Response and Restoration (OR&R)

· Scientific support to the U.S. Coast Guard and Unified Command
Emergency Response Division (ERD)
· Predict where the oil is going and its effects

· Overflight observations and mapping

· Identify resources at risk 

· Predict fate (chemical changes) of oil

· Recommend appropriate clean-up methods

· Manage data and information 

Assessment and Restoration Division (ARD)

· Plan for assessment of injuries to natural resources
· Coordinate with state and federal trustees
· Implement sampling plans
National Weather Service

· Incident weather forecasts including marine and aviation

National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service (NESDIS)

· Experimental imagery for spill trajectory forecasts

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)

· Issues related to marine mammals, sea turtles, and fishery resources 
· Management of Fishery Closures
· Public Affairs support to the Joint Information Center
Office of Marine and Aviation Operations (OMAO)

· USCG Liaison to the DCO Incident Support Team USCG Headquarters

National Ocean Service

· Oceanographic modeling support
· Public Affairs support to Joint Information Center
