Updated daily

Situation: Friday 07 May 

The experimental containment dome was lowered to just above the sea floor today.  The final positioning will be guided via sensors and video cameras to accurately position the structure.  Once in position a mile-long riser pipe will be attached to pump oil to a waiting tank vessel.  This piping effort may take several days.  Meanwhile, response operations continue at more than a dozen command posts and field staging locations across the affected region.  The unified command reports that more than 8,500 responders are working on the incident, and approximately 1.89 million gallons of oily liquid have been recovered.  
Overflight and shoreline surveys have found emulsified oil within the Breton National Wildlife Refuge. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service closed the Refuge today to allow personnel conducting cleanup operations and recovery efforts to work safely and efficiently. 

NOAA modified the boundaries of the closed fishing area and is extending the fishing restriction until May 17. The federal and state governments have strong systems in place to test and monitor seafood safety, prohibit harvesting from affected areas, and keep oiled products out of the marketplace. NOAA Fisheries continues to work closely with the U.S. Food and Drug Administration and the states to ensure seafood safety, by assessing whether seafood is tainted or contaminated to levels that pose a risk to human health. NOAA will continue to evaluate the need for fisheries closures based on the evolving nature of the spill.
NOAA continues to track the floating oil with aircraft and satellite imagery.  Twice daily, NOAA oceanographers continue to release updated trajectory maps showing the predicted trajectory of the oil slick.  The latest trajectory forecast shows the oil slick generally centered over the leaking well, but spreading both west and east.   
NOAA efforts have included modeling the trajectory and extent of the oil; obtaining pre-impact samples, surveys, and baseline measurements; planning for open water and shoreline remediation; supporting the Unified Command as it analyzes new techniques for handling the spill; and starting Natural Resource Damage Assessments (NRDA). 

· NOAA’s National Weather Service has created a special forecast for the incident area which you can access here: http://www.srh.noaa.gov/lix/ 

· NOAA has 3 aircraft on-scene: a King Air specially equipped for photogrammetry and 2 Twin Otter aircraft for marine mammal observations.
· The Coast Guard is using forecasts and graphics of oil movement prepared by NOAA’s Emergency Response Division (ERD) and Marine Charting Division to keep mariners out of oil areas by depicting them on electronic charts.

· NOAA restricted fishing in federal waters of the Gulf of Mexico directly adjacent to the area closures enacted by Louisiana. The closure, which will be in effect for at least 10 days, is to protect consumers and the seafood industry. NOAA fisheries representatives will be meeting with fishermen this week to assist them.  Further details can be found here:  http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/.
