BP continues to work on solving the problem of ice-like methane hydrate crystals that accumulated inside of the dome intended to capture the leaking oil. A process known as a “junk shot”, in which debris is injected into the blow out preventer, is being examined. The drilling of the relief wells continues. 
The latest trajectory models indicate that the predicted persistent winds from the SE next week will continue to move oil westward. Weather today prevented in-situ burning but aerial and surface application of dispersants and skimming operations continued. Over 10,000 personnel are engaged in the response. 
NOAA continues to track the floating oil with aircraft and satellite imagery.  Twice daily, NOAA oceanographers continue to release updated trajectory maps showing the predicted trajectory of the oil slick.  Winds are forecast to have an easterly component from Sunday through Monday. Mississippi Delta, Breton Sound and Chandeleur Sound continue to be threatened by oil contact with shorelines throughout the forecast period. The westerly movement of the oil is expected to continue though the forecast period with the western edge nearing Atchafalaya Bay on Monday. 

NOAA efforts have included modeling the trajectory and extent of the oil; getting pre-impact samples, surveys, and baseline measurements; planning for open water and shoreline remediation; supporting the Unified Command as it analyzes new techniques for handling the spill; and starting Natural Resource Damage Assessments (NRDA). 

