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NOAA Web Update May 28, 2010 
DEEPWATER HORIZON Incident 

 

Situation:  Friday 28 May —  

Response: 

BP's efforts to kill the well continue.  The initial efforts have been unsuccessful, but BP restarted the 
"top kill" this afternoon and indicates that it may be another 24-48 hours before the operation can be 
evaluated.  NOAA continues to prepare trajectories for the floating oil.  A large amount of oil remains 
offshore of the Mississippi River Delta, but light and variable winds will reduce the potential for 
additional shoreline impacts over the weekend.  The offshore trajectory for the tendril of sheen near the 
northern end of the loop current is also not expected to pose a threat for landfall through the forecast 
period. 

Assessment: 

NOAA’s Damage Assessment Remediation and Restoration Program is conducting a Natural Resource 
Damage Assessment <http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/book_shelf/1959_deepwater-Horizon-
NRDA-ORR-web-5-7-10.pdf> (PDF, 89 K). The focus currently is to assemble existing data on resources 
and their habitats and collect baseline (pre-spill impact) data. Data on oiled resources and habitats are 
also being collected. 

NOAA by the Numbers in the Gulf Region May 28, 2010 

NOAA aircraft deployed:  

• N46RF Twin Otter (DHC-6). Current Station: Mobile, Ala. Began flying marine mammal surveys as 
of 28 April.  Its mission changed on May 5 to multi-spectral scanning to study oil density and 
thickness. 

• N56RF Twin Otter (DHC-6). Out of routine maintenance today and departing for a new project 
on the west coast. This aircraft had been flying marine mammal and Fisheries enforcement 
missions. 

• N68RF King Air (BE-350ER). Current Station: New Orleans, La. Mission: Coastal photography and 
mapping. First Flight: 5 May. Is expected out of maintenance and conducting a bore site 
calibration. 

• N42RF Orion (WP-3D). Current Station: Tampa, Fla. Mission: Loop Current study. First Flight: 8 
May, flew May 21. During its May 21 mission, 62 vertical oceanographic profiles (AXBT, AXCP, 
and AXCTD) and eight atmospheric profiles (GPS dropwindsondes) were collected. The next 
flight is planned for today. 
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NOAA and contract research vessels: 

• Gordon Gunter  

o Departed Pascagoula at 1130 CDT. 
o Gordon Gunter arrived at its first station last night. 
o Conducting acoustic survey around the 20nm Security Zone that has been established 

around the well head. 
o Media embark was scheduled for today. 

• Thomas Jefferson  

o Enroute to New Orleans ETA 0900. 
o Media briefing dockside in New Orleans scheduled for today. 

• NOAA Ships Pisces and Oregon II are alongside in a repair status. 

• R/V Caretta, R/V Gandy and R/V HST are alongside  

• F/V Beau Rivage  

o Underway on a SIP trawl cruise in western Louisiana waters to collect baseline samples. 

Fishery closure update (effective May 28): 

• NOAA Fisheries Service revised the fishery closure effective 6:00 p.m. EDT on Friday, May 28. 
The closure now encompasses approximately 25 percent of the federal waters in the Gulf of 
Mexico exclusive economic zone.  

Marine mammals and turtles (effective May 27):  

Sea Turtles  

The total number of sea turtles verified from April 30 to May 27 within the designated spill area is 238. 
The 238 turtles verified include three entirely oiled sea turtles that were captured alive during dedicated 
on-water surveys last week: two small Kemp's Ridley and a larger sub-adult Loggerhead turtle. They 
were taken to the Audubon Aquarium where they are undergoing de-oiling and care and are doing well. 
In addition, 222 dead and 13 live stranded turtles (of which three subsequently died in rehab) have been 
verified. A total of 12 live turtles are now in rehabilitation. One of the live stranded turtles –caught in 
marine debris -- was disentangled and released. One of the turtles that stranded dead – a Kemp’s Ridley 
- had visible evidence of external oil. All others that stranded dead and alive have not had visible 
external oil. Turtle strandings during this time period have been higher in Louisiana, Mississippi and 
Alabama than in previous years for this same time period. This may be due in part to increased 
detection and reporting, but this does not fully account for the increase. 

Dolphins  

From April 30 to May 27, there have been 24 dead dolphins verified within the designated spill area. So 
far, one of the 24 dolphins had evidence of external oil. It was found on an oiled beach. We are unable 
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at this time to determine whether the animal was externally covered in oil prior to its death or after its 
death. The other 23 dolphins have had no visible evidence of external oil. Since April 30, the stranding 
rate for dolphins in Louisiana has been higher than the historic numbers for the same time period in 
previous years. This may be due to increased detection and reporting and the lingering effects of the 
earlier observed spike in strandings. 

Note:  Strandings are defined as dead or debilitated animals that wash ashore. 

NOAA Facilities in the Gulf: 

• NOAA Fisheries Regional Office in St. Petersburg, Fla. 

• National Marine Sanctuaries: Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary, Galveston, 
Texas; Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary, Key West and Key Largo, Fla. 

• National Estuarine Research Reserves: Mission-Aransas Reserve, Texas; Grand Bay, Miss.; Weeks 
Bay, Ala.; Rookery Bay, Fla. 

• Science Center in Panama City, Fla. 

• Field offices of the Science Center in Galveston, Texas and Pascagoula, Miss. 

• Seafood Laboratory in Pascagoula, Miss. 

• Texas - 13 Weather Forecast Offices (WFOs) and the southern regional office in Fort Worth. 

• Louisiana - 4 WFOs 

• Mississippi - 4 WFOs 

• Alabama - 4 WFOs 

• Florida (West Coast to Key West) - 4 WFOs (additional 3 WFOs in east coast Florida and National 
Hurricane Center in Miami). 

• National Coastal Data Development Center, National Data Buoy Center - Stennis, Miss. 

Miscellaneous: 

• Two NOAA communications personnel are detailed to the federal Joint Information Center (JIC) 
in Robert, La., one communications staffer is at the JIC in Mobile, Ala. 

 


