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NOAA Web Update July 27, 2010 
DEEPWATER HORIZON Incident 

 

Situation:  Tuesday 27 July — 

NOAA Response 

• Fact Sheet: What to Expect in South Florida from the Deepwater Horizon/BP Oil Spill  
(Document format: PDF, size: 399.9 K). 

NOAA provides coordinated scientific weather and biological response services to federal, state and 
local organizations. Experts from across the agency have mobilized to help contain the spreading oil spill 
and protect the Gulf of Mexico’s many marine mammals, sea turtles, fish, shellfish, and other 
endangered marine life. NOAA spill specialists are advising the U.S. Coast Guard on cleanup options as 
well as advising all affected federal, state and local partners on sensitive marine resources at risk in this 
area of the Gulf of Mexico. Overflights are conducted on a daily basis (weather permitting) to provide 
field verification of model trajectories. NOAA’s Office of Marine and Aviation Operations (OMAO) is 
supporting the response work in the Gulf with NOAA-owned ships and aircraft.  

Please see GeoPlatform.gov/gulfresponse for further information on the federal response to the 
Deepwater Horizon Incident.  

Trajectories 

To view the most recent trajectory forecast maps, please visit NOAA’s Deepwater Horizon/BP Oil Spill 
Response web section, Current Trajectory Maps. 

OR&R’s modeling team continues to generate daily trajectories for the nearshore surface oil. The 
offshore trajectory maps (showing oil interacting with the Loop Current) have been temporarily 
suspended because the northern end of the Loop Current has been pinched off into a large eddy (Eddy 
Franklin) so there is no clear path for oil to enter the Loop Current from the source. Also, there have 
been no reports of recoverable oil in the Loop Current or Eddy Franklin and the oil has moved to the 
north and away from the Eddy Franklin. We will continue to monitor the area with overflights, vessel 
observations, and satellite analysis. When the threat of shoreline impacts to the Florida Keys increases, 
we will resume producing the offshore trajectory maps.  

The Loop Current is an area of warm water that comes up from the Caribbean, flowing past the Yucatan 
Peninsula and into the Gulf of Mexico. It generally curves east across the Gulf and then flows south 
parallel to the west Florida coast. An eddy is water that rotates.  

Closures 

For the latest closure information, see Deepwater Horizon/BP Oil Spill: Federal Fisheries Closure and 
Other Information.  
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http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/deepwater_horizon_oil_spill.htm�
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Modeling and mapping the actual and projected spill area is not an exact science. NOAA Fisheries 
Service strongly advises fishermen not to fish in areas where oil or oil sheens (very thin layers of floating 
oil) are present, even if those areas are not currently closed to fishing. Any changes to the closure are 
announced daily at 12 p.m. Eastern at sero.nmfs.noaa.gov and take effect at 6 p.m. Eastern the same 
day. 

Sea Turtles and Marine Mammals 

For information on sea turtle and marine mammals affected by the spill, please visit Sea Turtles, 
Dolphins, and Whales and the Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill (NOAA Fisheries Office of Protected Resources) or 
Deepwater Horizon Response - Consolidated Fish and Wildlife Collection Report (Deepwater Horizon 
Unified Command).  

Assessment 

To help determine the type and amount of restoration needed to compensate the public for harm to 
natural resources as a result of the spill, a Natural Resource Damage Assessment (Document format: PDF, 

size: 90.8 K) will be conducted by NOAA and our co-trustee agencies. Although many agencies are 
involved in this process, NOAA is a lead federal trustee for coastal and marine natural resources, 
including marine and migratory fish, endangered species, marine mammals and their habitats. The focus 
currently is to assemble existing data on resources and their habitats and collect baseline (pre-spill 
impact) data. Data on oiled resources and habitats are also being collected. For additional information, 
see the DARRP Deepwater Horizon Web page.  

http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/deepwater_horizon_oil_spill.htm�
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/health/oilspill.htm�
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